University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

8-19-1987

Nicaraguan Vice President: U.S. Contra Aid Would
Kill Peace Plan, Managua Ready To Restore Full
Civil & Political Rights
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Nicaraguan Vice President: U.S. Contra Aid Would Kill Peace Plan, Managua Ready To Restore Full Civil &
Political Rights." (1987). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/829

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 076298
ISSN: 1089-1560

Nicaraguan Vice President: U.S. Contra Aid Would Kill
Peace Plan, Managua Ready To Restore Full Civil &amp;
Political Rights
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, August 19, 1987
In an August 13 interview with the NEW YORK TIMES in Managua, Nicaraguan Vice President
Sergio Ramirez Mercado said that the government is ready to restore full press and political
freedoms, but only if the US terminates contra aid. The political changes being prepared by the
government, he said, would be the most sweeping since 1979. "If President Reagan says he supports
the Guatemala agreement, but does not end aid to the counter- revolutionaries, he is sinking the
agreement," Ramirez said. "There cannot be peace if counter-revolutionaries continue their military
activity and the US keeps supporting them." Ramirez said the government had begun to determine
precisely the legal and other changes Nicaragua must accept to comply with the accord. He said
the necessary legislation and decrees, including one allowing the reopening of the opposition
newspaper LA PRENSA would be ready to be put into effect by November 7. "We want the country
to be at peace in 90 days," he said. But he said the measures would be carried out only if other
parties and outside powers also respected the accord. President Daniel Ortega left late August 12
for Havana, where, he said, he would discuss the peace accord with President Fidel Castro. "No
one should be alarmed. The relations between Cuba and Nicaragua are well known," he said.
Ramirez said the government would comply with the amnesty provisions by freeing prisoners,
abolishing the special tribunals, and allowing rebel leaders to return to Nicaragua and enter political
life. "Disarmed groups would have all political rights. Counter-revolutionary leaders could join
existing political parties or form new ones," he said. All this will be possible only if a cease-fire
takes effect, if the US stops supplying and advising the contras, and if neighboring countries honor
their obligations under the accord to forbid the use of their territory for attacks against Nicaragua.
Ramirez said that during a cease-fire, the contras could receive food and other non-military supplies
from "a humanitarian organization like the Red Cross." "If we assume that the US stops supporting
the counter- revolution, that the counter-revolution accepts a cease-fire, that the counter-revolution
begins the process of giving up arms, that the government of Honduras closes the contra bases
and prohibits the use of Honduran territory for contra operations, then parallel with that, the state
of emergency will end. "Full constitutional freedoms will be restored, LA PRENSA will reopen,
the Catholic radio station will reopen, there will be no prior censorship of the press, there will
be no restrictions on political party activity, the people's tribunals will be closed and all counterrevolutionary prisoners will be freed." (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 08/14/87)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

